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and heroes who are grown old. "We believe that one of
them died yesterday, for the comet which we saw for three
or four days before shines no longer, and at his death arose
this terrible storm; for while they are alive, all happiness
attends both this and the adjacent islands, and at sea is a
settled calm and serenity. At the death of any one of them
we commonly hear in the forest loud and mournful lamenta-
tions. TVe see on land pestilence, disasters, and calamities ;
in the air storms and darkness, and at sea tempest and
hurricanes."
Pantagruel remarks that the heavens, joyful as it
were for the approaching reception of those blessed
souls, make bonfires "with comets and blazing meteors,
which, at the same time, serve as a prognostication to
us that in a few days one of those venerable souls is
to leave her body and this terrestrial globe.
" I am willing to believe what Macrobius has told us of
the comet seen in the air for certain days before the death
[of the demigod]. For such souls are so noble, so precious,
so heroic, that the heavens give a signification of their death
beforehand. And just aa the prudent physician, seeing by
certain signs his patient enter upon the way of death, warns
the wife, children, relatives, and friends some days before
the impending death, so that in the short time which remains
they may admonish him to set order in his household, to ex-
hort and bless his children, to recommend the state of widow-
hood to his wife, to declare what will be necessary for the
maintenance of his wards, and so be not surprised by death
without taking due thought for his soul and for his house :
in like manner the benevolent heavens, as if joyous at the
reception of these blessed souls, seem to hold forth fires of
joy by means of comets and meteors, which they wish to be
for men a sure and certain prognostic and prediction, that
within a few days these venerable souls will leave their
bodies and the earth. . . , Thus, by such comets, the